
Keeping the Faith 
in Public Schools

Bible Study

P.O. Box 514
Lake Forest, CA 92609
www.gtbe.org
(949) 586-5437

Eric Buehrer



Published by Gateways to Better Education
© 2008 • Eric Buehrer

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or 
by any information storage or retrieval system, except as indicated on certain 
pages for educational purposes only. In any other case, permission must be 
explicitly granted in writing by the author. Requests for permission should be 
addressed to Gateways to Better Education, P.O. Box 514, Lake Forest, CA 
92609-0514.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New Inter-
national Version®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. 
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

The “NIV” and “New International Version” trademarks are registered in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office by International Bible Society. Use 
of either trademark requires the permission of International Bible Society.

To order additional copies of this resource—
Write to: 
Gateways to Better Education 
P.O. Box 514, Lake Forest, CA 92609-0514 

Call toll-free:
 (800) 929-1163 

Order online:
www.gtbe.org/store
www.GatewaysPartner.org



3Keeping the Faith in Public Schools—Gateways Bible Study

Contents
About the Author ...................................................................................................... 4

Introduction .............................................................................................................. 5

Topic 1: Having a Heart for People at Your School. ................................................ 7

Topic 2: The Pledge of Allegiance  .......................................................................... 23

Topic 3: Students’ Religious Liberties ..................................................................... 47

Topic 4: Restoring Thanksgiving ............................................................................. 63

Topic 5: Recognizing Christmas .............................................................................. 75

Topic 6: Academic Standards & the Bible  .............................................................. 91

Topic 7: Addressing a Concern ................................................................................ 109

Topic 8: Resurrecting Easter at School .................................................................... 125

Topic 9: Tolerance & Character ...............................................................................

Topic 10: Transitioning & Mentoring Someone Else ..............................................

Publishers Note:
You will receive a revised Contents page when you receive Topics 9 and 10 in the mail. 



4 Keeping the Faith in Public Schools—Gateways Bible Study
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Welcome to the exciting experience of bringing a Godly influence to your school with grace 
and confidence. God is already at work in the lives of people at your school. He used Chris-

tians last year in your school, and now He wants to use you. In fact, He placed you right where you 
are for a reason! 

For many years, our public schools have been seen as battlefields. However, nothing much grows 
on a battlefield. Instead, we can look at our schools as gardens to cultivate. God wants you to plant 
seeds of love and truth in the lives of those people He has put within your sphere of influence.

Schools are enriched when Christians appropriately express their faith in word and deed. Over 
the years, a vocal minority has intimidated many educators and school officials into thinking that 
there is very little room for expression of, or teaching about, Judeo-Christian history, thought,and 
values. 

Now is the time for people to restore what the law already allows: freedom of religious expres-
sion and appropriate inclusion of religion in the curriculum. Let God use you to make a differ-
ence.

You Are Not Alone

Gateways to Better Education exists to help public school parents, teachers, administrators, and 
school board members move from fear to freedom so they can confidently help students learn about 
the Bible and Judeo-Christian history, thought, and values.

As a Christian in a public school, you are not alone! The majority of Christians with school-
aged children send them to public schools. In all likelihood, there is at least one Christian involved 
in every classroom in your school (the teacher, or a student, or a parent). Imagine the positive im-
pact of dozens of Christians on your campus participating in God’s activity! You will experience 
greater confidence and peace of mind as  you connect with one another for mutual support. As the 
Bible says, “let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (He-
brews 10:24)

This Bible study series is designed to do four things:

Help you deepen your walk with God
Help you connect your faith to the culture
Help you teach each topic to your own children at home
Give you practical ways you can promote appropriately including the Bible 
and Judeo-Christian history, thought, and values in schools

The series is divided into ten topic. Each topics has four lessons. It can be done as a ten-week 
study (with four daily lessons), or as a ten-month study (with four weekly lessons). Other than the 
first topic, you can study the other nine topics in whatever order best fits when you started the study 
during the school year. As written, the series assumes you are starting at the beginning of the school 
year. (Note to leaders: decide the best order for the nine topics so everyone in the group works 
through the series together.)

 

1.
2.
3.
4.

Keeping the Faith 
in Public Schools

Bible Study 

Mission

Strategy
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Topic 1

Having a Heart 
for 

People at Your School
It is easy to think “political” or “legal” when you think of Christian involvement in public 

schools. For years, public school involvement for Christians has been defined as confrontation, 
protest, and petitions. There is a time and place for politics and legal action. However, if we are 
going to have lasting cultural impact we need to think differently. I like to think of it as “relational 
activism”—that is, being intentional about your positive influence on those within our spheres of 
activity.

In this first study topic, you will learn the five steps essential to being successful in helping 
those around you move from fear to freedom so they can confidently help students learn about the 
Bible and Judeo-Christian history, thought, and values.

I call them the five steps of F.A.I.T.H.:

 Focus on Those Around You.

Ask God to Open Doors.

Invest in Preparation.

Take a Step of Faith with God.

Help Someone Move from Fear to Freedom. 
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Topic 1 – Having a Heart for People at Your School

Lesson 1
Focus on those around you

Key Verse
“And when he saw him, he had compassion.” Luke 10:33

Begin your study by reading the Key Verse and praying that God will speak to you through 
His word.

Turn in your Bible and read Luke 10:25-37. This is the story of the Good Samaritan and it 
applies well to the first of the five essential steps of F.A.I.T.H. The “F” stands for Focus on those 
around you.

Jericho is about eighteen miles from Jerusalem and the road between the two was a notorious 
hideout for thieves and robbers. Many priests who ministered in Jerusalem lived in Jericho. The 
people who heard Jesus tell this story knew such a scenario was a very real possibility.

Verse 30 says that a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho “fell among” thieves. The term 
literally means thieves surrounded him. 

What three things did the thieves do to the man?

1. ________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________

Read verses 31-33. Compassion distinguished the Samaritan from the priest and the Lev-
ite. Use a dictionary and write the definition of the word compassion:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The Samaritan could have been headed to Jericho to conduct business, or visit a relative, or 
deliver a package. He didn’t set out that day to help a wounded man. It was an inconvenience, it 
delayed him in his trip, and it cost him money. 

As the Samaritan attended to the man in his path, so we should focus on those God has put in 
our path at school this year. Many of them are “walking wounded.” Everyone needs our love and 
compassion. It may be that they face personal frustrations, heartaches, and setbacks and need a 
listening ear or a helping hand. 

In comparing the story to your experience in public schools, there are people who, at some 
point in their lives have been surrounded by others who intellectually stripped them, emotionally 
beat them, and left them totally defeated—half dead when it comes to a proper understanding of 
the “separation of church and state.” 

Maybe they have been intellectually or emotionally “beaten down” by a professor while study-
ing to become a teacher; or maybe this happened because of an administrator, a colleague, an angry 
parent, or the news media. 

They’ve been stripped of what belonged to them—an understanding of America’s Christian 
heritage or their appreciation for how the Bible relates to their academic subject matter. 
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They’ve been emotionally beaten down—intimidated—by “the system.” For example, they 
live in fear of getting in trouble if they teach about the birth of Jesus at Christmas, or allow a student 
to include his faith in a school assignment. 

They are only “half alive” when it comes to understanding America’s Judeo-Christian founda-
tion and, if they are Christians, they feel they cannot, in any way, integrate a Biblical worldview 
with the subject matter. 

Have you personally felt this kind of “wounding”?  Yes          No

If “yes,” briefly describe the circumstance and be ready to share about it with your 
group.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

If you have seen this kind of “wounding” at your school, briefly describe it and be ready 
to share about it in your group.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Read pages 3-7 of Keeping the Faith in Public Schools. How might knowing this informa-
tion begin to “heal” some people at your school?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Who has God put in your immediate path related to public schools? It could be people at 
your school, your church, your friends, or neighbors. Your list may have five names or it 
may have twenty-five. Write the names of teachers, parents, and administrators within 
your sphere of activity. 

1. ________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________

8. ________________________________________________

9. ________________________________________________

10. ________________________________________________

Discussion

Discussion
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11. ________________________________________________

12. ________________________________________________

13. ________________________________________________

14. ________________________________________________

15. ________________________________________________

16. ________________________________________________

17. ________________________________________________

18. ________________________________________________

19. ________________________________________________

20. ________________________________________________
 

Copy this list onto a note and put it in a place where you will see it frequently, such as on 
your refrigerator, in your Bible, by your night stand, or in your daily planner.

Be prepared to share with your Gateways Bible study group where you placed your list.

Prayer
“Lord, give me the eyes to see the needs of those You’ve put in my path.”

Teaching Your Children

Many of your children’s classmates come to school wounded emotionally, physically, 
and spiritually. You can help your children open their eyes to their classmates whom God 
has placed in their paths.

Read the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) with your children.

Ask them to think about ways that their classmates might be emotionally stripped, 
beaten, and left totally defeated. (bullying, teasing, name-calling, embarrassment, etc.)

Discuss ways your children can be like the Good Samaritan to others at school.

Have your children each think of one classmate they could be kind to and help heal 
some wounding. Discuss that child’s situation.

Lead your children in a prayer for those wounded children, asking God to help them see 
an opportunity to be a Good Samaritan.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Discussion
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Topic 1 – Having a Heart for People at Your School

Lesson 2
Ask God to open doors

Key Verse
“Continue earnestly in prayer…that God would open to us a door…” Colossians 4:2-3

Begin your study by reading the Key Verse and praying that God will speak to you through 
His word.

In lesson one, you studied the importance of focusing on those around you, and you wrote a list 
of the people you regularly encounter in your sphere of influence. That may have been the first time 
you thought about these people as your opportunities from God. Now you may be asking what you 
should do next. The best place to find the answer is to ask God.

Prayer is so important that even Jesus prayed regularly. He is both fully God and fully human. 
Speaking from his humanity in John 5:19, Jesus says “the Son can do nothing Himself, but what He 
sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.” 

Read John 5:30 and fill in the blanks: 

“I do not seek My own _______ but ______________________________ who sent Me.” 

Jesus modeled for us the kind of communication we should have with the Father. 
Read 1 John 5:14-15 and fill in the blanks:

“…if we ask anything according to his _____________, He hears us.”

Read Romans 8:5. What does it mean to set your mind on the things of the Spirit?

___________________________________________________________________________

Read Galatians 2:20. What does it mean to be crucified with Christ?

___________________________________________________________________________

Read Colossians 3:1-4. What does Paul say we should be seeking?

___________________________________________________________________________

In Galatians 5:24, Paul tells us we are to die to our own passions and desires—in other words, 
our own agendas. Instead, we are to live in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit—that is, live with a 
passion and desire for the priorities that God has.

It is easy to treat God like our genie—our servant. Instead of focusing on God’s passions and 
desires for the world, we focus on our agendas. 

For those in your sphere of activity, pray regularly that God will open doors of opportunity for 
you to be a blessing to them in word and deed. Ask the Lord for opportunities to cultivate relation-
ships and plant seeds of love and truth.
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Certainly, we can, and should, ask God for specific requests. Such requests remind us of our 
dependence on Him. To cry out to God for His blessing is a humble acknowledgement of our need 
for Him. The main challenge is to make our petitions with an openness to accept God’s will.

Asking God Questions
Since we don’t know what God has planned for the people with whom we come in contact in 

our schools, these prayers should include seeking His direction—asking questions of the Master:
“Lord, help me see why You put so-and-so in my path. How can I be a blessing to her?” 
“Lord, what are You doing in so-and-so’s life, and how do You want me to be part that?”

Read what Paul wanted people to pray for in Colossians 4:2-4. His request was focused on his 
mission which was in line with God’s passion and desire.

Praying for open doors helps us think about the needs of those who are the object of our 
prayers. As you pray, think about what you know of the person, conversations you’ve had, situa-
tions that person is in, stresses he or she may be facing. Opportunities can be as simple as sending 
a “get well” card to the principal who is sick.

Opening Doors to Some Place
The idea of “open doors” implies doors that open to some place. Think about what place you 

hope a door will open to. An open door may involve passing along information on religious liberty 
at school which leads to the teacher or principal promoting freedom of expression. An open door 
may involve giving a teacher information on how to appropriately teach about the birth of Jesus 
which will lead to her moving to the “place” of experiencing greater academic freedom during the 
Christmas season.

Read page 9 of Keeping the Faith in Public Schools. How would you summarize the “place” 
students should be regarding American culture?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Think about your current situation with those in your sphere of activity. Check the boxes 
that represent “places” you would like to see God open doors. 

(Note: While you may be tempted to check all the boxes, it may be best to pray for various 
things at different times throughout the year. Choose a few to focus on for now.)

A more welcoming relationship that allows for further conversations

An opportunity to let the person know I’ll pray for their health, circumstance, etc.

Acknowledging the religious aspects of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter

Adding Christmas carols to the music program

Avoiding the occult themes of Halloween

Teaching students what the Pledge of Allegiance means by “One nation under God”

Teaching the significance of Biblical characters

Including Biblical phrases that we read in literature and use in everyday speech

•
•

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□
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Including a few of Solomon’s proverbs in famous quotes for history or language arts

Explaining the Biblical allusions Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. used in his writing

Teaching about the Biblical perspective of America’s Founding Fathers

Seeing my school offer an elective class on the Bible

Teaching the meaning of prominent Jewish holidays such as Passover and Yom Kippur

Informing students of their religious freedom of expression at school

Choosing a more wholesome book for a classroom reading assignment

A willingness to provide balance to a biased textbook

Acknowledging various faith-based perspectives on academic subjects

Teaching students about the theory of Intelligent Design

Confidently teaching what state academic standards allow regarding Christianity

Starting or helping with an after-school Bible club for students

Helping with or starting a campus ministry for students

Teachers forming a prayer group among themselves

Seeing someone have a fresh start with God through faith in Jesus Christ

Seeing more people from my school join my Gateways Bible Study

Other: ____________________________________________________________

Other: ____________________________________________________________

Other: ____________________________________________________________

Be prepared to discuss your choices with your Gateways Bible study group.

Review the list of people within your sphere of activity (from Part One). Are there key 
people on your list who might move to the “places” you checked above if God opened a 
door for you? If so, list them below and be prepared to discuss these opportunities with 
your group.

___________________________________________________________________________

Prayer
“Lord, help me align my passions and desires with Yours for my public school. Show me what 

You are doing in the lives of people around me, and guide me to join You in your work to bless them 
and help them move from fear to freedom.”

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

Discussion

Discussion
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Topic 1 – Having a Heart for People at Your School

Lesson 3
Invest in Preparation

Key Verse
“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside…that you may know how you 

ought to answer each one.” Colossians 4:5-6

Begin your study by reading the Key Verse and praying that God will speak to you through 
His word.

In lesson two, you studied about praying for those in your sphere of activity. You pondered a 
number of “places” to which you might like to see God open doors. In this study you will look at 
being prepared when God answers your prayer and opens a door of opportunity for you. There are 
three areas you will want to focus on in your preparation: (1) Preparing your attitude; (2) Preparing 
your eyesight; and (3) Preparing your information. Let’s examine each one.

Preparing Your Attitude
Read Colossians 4:6 and fill in the blanks:

“Let your speech always be with _________________, seasoned with ________________, 
that you may know how you ____________________ to answer each one.”

Write a definition of grace: ___________________________________________________

Jot a note and be prepared to share an example (real or hypothetical) of how speaking 
with grace would apply in a public school setting. 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

In verse six, Paul refers to seasoning your speech with salt. In the ancient world, sharing salt 
was a symbol of hospitality.  For Israel, it was also a symbol of covenant relationship. In Leviticus 
2:13, God commanded the people to include salt in their grain sacrifices. Commentators vary in 
their views on what this symbolizes. Descriptions include a covenant of preservation, protection, 
clean from corruption, and purity. For purposes of how you talk to those around you, we can con-
clude that Paul is encouraging you to use words that are hospitable, winsome, and uplifting. 

Choose why you add table salt to your meals.  
 To make it better      To make it bitter

When talking to people at your school, your conversation should make them:
 Better people      Bitter people

This is how Paul tells us we “ought to answer each one.” (Col. 4:6)

Discussion
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Prepare your eyesight
It is easy to pray without looking for how God may answer your prayer. However, when you 

pray with anticipation of seeing God move, you can have the exciting experience of seeing God at 
work. 

Read Hebrews 11:6. In this verse, what two things must we do? 

___________________ that He is, and diligently ________________ Him.

What does it mean to seek Him? If you have believed in Christ as your Savior, you have 
“found” Him. So, what does it mean to seek God in your life? If your child was outside playing 
and you go seek him, what are you doing? You are looking for his presence. Since God is spirit, He 
makes Himself evident in His activity around you.

Read Psalm 123:2. What are the servant and the maid doing in this verse?

_______________________________________________________________________

These two verses indicate that we are to look for the Lord to answer our prayers—actually 
look! In our previous study (lesson 2), we examined praying in the form of a question—“Lord, 
why did you put so-and-so in my life?” You can combine this with a prayer request, “Lord, did You 
place me in her life so I can help her to teach her students about Jesus this Christmas? If so, help 
me see how?”

Prepare your information
When the master in Psalm 123:2 gestures a command to his servant, that servant better be pre-

pared to act. Likewise, if you are praying for an improvement in some aspect of your school, you 
need to be preparing yourself for when the Master gestures for you to act. 

Read pages 10-13 in Keeping the Faith in Public Schools. In the “Spectrum of Views,” 
what are the labels attached to each box?

___________________     ___________________     ___________________     

How does knowing these three distinctions give you more confidence in how to address 
issues of religion in a public school setting?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

You Don’t Need to be the Expert
Preparing your information doesn’t mean you have to be a legal or academic expert. It means 

preparing yourself to give the right information to the right person at the right time. At Gateways, 
we have printed as well as online resources so you can do that.

Visit www.gtbe.org right now. At the home page, click on “News & Articles,” then click on 
“Articles.” Spend some time exploring articles that may help you with topics of interest 
you indicated in the last lesson. 
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Also, enter the GateKey portion of www.gtbe.org (You will find the password for entering 
this section on the inside cover of your booklet Expressing God’s Love at School.)

So you can help others in your Gateways Bible Study, write down the names of the articles 
you found particularly useful. Be prepared to share your findings.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Prayer
“Lord, help me prepare my attitude, my eyesight, and my information to be a blessing to those 

You’ve put in my path.”

 

Discussion
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Topic 1 – Having a Heart for People at Your School

Lesson 4
Take a Step of Faith with God

&
Help Someone Move from Fear to Freedom

Key Verse
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 

who bring glad tidings of good things!” Romans 10:15

You’ve made a list of the people God has placed in your path; you’ve been praying for them, 
and you’ve been preparing. Now, as God opens a door, take a step of faith with Him. God is at work 
in your school. He wants you to walk with Him.

Read Micah 6:8. What does God require of you?

To do _____________________________________________

To love ____________________________________________

To walk ___________________________________________

Jesus explained his mission in Luke 4:18. Read it and write a brief answer summarizing 
what Jesus said about setting people free.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

God is about the business of setting people free. That’s the direction He is walking in the world, 
in your community, and in your schools. When you are walking with God, you are joining Him in 
setting yourself and others free because that’s what He is about.

The reason Paul writes in Romans 10:15 that people’s feet are beautiful is because they are feet 
that are walking with God. They are “on mission” with Him. When you do this you are bringing 
“glad tidings (news) of good things!” You are part of “setting the captives free.”

What hesitations might you have about taking a step of faith with God when He opens a 
door for you at your school? Briefly note it and be ready to share it with your Gateways 
Bible Study.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Discussion



22 Keeping the Faith in Public Schools—Gateways Bible Study

Help Someone Move from Fear to Freedom
You have good news of the Gospel to bring to people you encounter. You also have the good 

news of academic freedom to share with people within your schools. Many are captives of misin-
formation. They have been misinformed about the meaning of the separation of church and state. 
Many of them—especially like-minded Christians—suffer under this wrong thinking. They want 
to help their students gain an appropriate academic appreciation for  the Bible and Christianity, but 
they are afraid. You have good news for them!

Read Colossians 2:8. This is Paul’s warning to believers. Think about the many believers 
in your school or people in your church who are involved in public schools. How do you 
think some of them have been “taken captive through hollow and deceptive” ideas, or 
“human traditions” regarding the place for teaching about the Bible and Judeo-Christian 
history, thought, and values in your school?
  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Understanding that you may just be getting started on this journey with God in your 
schools, have you yet seen someone begin to move from fear to freedom because of infor-
mation you’ve shared with him or her? 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Look at your school like your own garden to tend. Much of what you do will be “seed plant-
ing.” It may not “spout” immediately. Keep in mind that for the last twenty years the educators in 
your school may have only heard all that cannot be done in schools regarding religion. They may be 
captives to the notion that it is inappropriate or even illegal to mention the Bible or some aspect of 
Christianity. Even if they know that it is permissible to teach about these things, they may be living 
in fear that they will get in trouble from an administrator or a parent. 

Read Luke 8: 5-8. Which option below do you think best fits how you should respond in 
your school based on the parable Jesus told? 

 Only sow seed in fertile soil
 Move to another field
 Get angry at the rocky soil
 Keep on sowing

Prayer
“Lord, give me the courage to move from fear to freedom myself so I can take a step of faith 

with You when You open a door of opportunity for me.”

Discussion


