
Introduction
Read aloud: Did you know that Jesus loves it when 
children praise him? Today we are going to read a sto-
ry in the Bible about when children were saying good 
things about Jesus. Some adults tried to stop them, but 
Jesus didn’t. In fact, Jesus said this is the kind of thing 
that he likes to hear.

Question: Easter is coming soon; what do we cel-
ebrate at Easter? [Solicit answers]

Read aloud: Well, let’s read the story of when Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem just before he was going to 
die on the cross and rise from the dead.

Scripture Reading
Read Matthew 21:1-17 [Note: read from 
a version that uses the word “children” 
rather than “babes” in verse 16 such as the 
NIV, NLT, HCSB, NCV, or the Message.] 

Key Verse: Matthew 21:16 

“Do you hear what these children are saying?” 
they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you 
never read, “‘From the lips of children and infants 
you have ordained praise’?” 

Read aloud: The children were shouting “Hosanna to 
the Son of David.” Hosanna was a special word that 
meant “Save us now, we beg you!” It was a recogni-
tion that Jesus was the Messiah sent from God to save 
them. 

Question: What did the children mean when they said 
“Son of David”? [Answer: it was a recognition that 
Jesus was from the kingly line of David and was the 
Messiah.]

Read aloud: So, the children were shouting some-
thing like this: “Save us now, we beg you, because you 
are the Messiah we’ve been waiting for!” When the 
teachers in the temple heard the children saying this, 
they went to Jesus and told him that he should stop the 
children. But, Jesus told the teachers that his Heavenly 
Father wanted children to praise him. He quoted a 
verse from the Psalms (Psalm 8:2) that we read in our 
story in Matthew 21:16.

Application
Question: How can we praise Jesus? [Answers: When 
we sing about him, pray, and tell others about him.]

Bringing 
Praise to Jesus
Family devotion and Sunday school lesson to 
accompany Gateways to Better Education’s 
Easter Restoration Materials

Lesson Objective
By the end of the lesson based on Matthew 
21:1-17, students will know that they can bring 
praise to Jesus by telling others about him—
including their public school teachers. 
Students will bring praise to Jesus by giving 
materials to their teachers and helping restore 
teaching about Easter to their schools.

Materials
Bible 
Gateways’ Easter Restoration Cards
Free to Speak pamphlets
Textbook-style lesson from Gateways—The 
Easter Story
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It was almost time for the Jewish Passover feast. 

The leaders of Jesus’ time who hated him were 

looking for a chance to put him to death because 

they didn’t like what he taught. However, they were 

afraid of causing a riot among the people because Jesus 

was so popular. 
Meanwhile, Satan took control of Judas Iscariot, 

who was one of the twelve main followers of Jesus 

(followers like this are called disciples). He went to 

the leaders who hated Jesus and talked to them about 

giving him up to them. They gave him money—thirty 

pieces of silver coins—as a reward for betraying him. 

The Last Supper

When it came time for the Passover dinner, Jesus 

told his disciples, “I have had a great desire to keep 

this Passover with you before I die;” He took a loaf 

of bread, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “This is 

my body, which is given for you: do this in memory of 

me.” After the meal, he took the cup, and said, “This 

cup is the new testament (or new agreement), made 

with my blood which is given for you.” (This scene 

was famously depicted in Leonardo de Vinci’s painting 

called The Last Supper.)
A little while later Jesus said to Peter, “Satan has 

made a request to have you, so that he may put you 

to the test. But I have prayed for you, that you won’t 

lose faith; and when you have returned to following me 

again, strengthen your friends.” 
Peter responded, “Lord, I am ready to go with you 

to prison and even die for you!” Jesus said, “Peter, 

before the rooster crows today, you will tell people 

three times that you don’t even know me.” 

The Arrest of Jesus

They all left the dinner and went to a park called the 

Mount of Olives. Jesus said to them, “Start praying. He 

went a little ways away, got on his knees, and prayed, 

“Father, if there is any way else, please don’t make me 

go through with what’s ahead of me just a few hours 

The Easter Story 
A paraphrase—with explanation—adapted from the Bible’s book of Luke, chapters 22 through 24. 

READ TO DISCOVER... 

� the biblical story of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. 

� some of the infl uences of this story in 

literature, art, and history.

TERMS TO LEARN 
(Used in literature and conversation)

A Judas  Kiss of death 

Cross to bear  Washing my hands of this 

To be crucifi ed  A Doubting Thomas

Leonardo de Vinci 
painted his idea of The 
Last Supper in 1498 on 
the wall of The Church 
and Convent of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie in 
Milan, Italy.

The term “Holy Grail” refers to a 

myth that the cup or plate used by 

Jesus during the Last Supper holds 

magical powers. The term was part 

of the stories of King Arthur.

Milan

ITALY
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Art History� away. But, I’ll do what you want instead of what I want.” After his prayer he walked back to the disciples, and saw that they had fallen asleep. Jesus said, “Why are you sleeping? Get up, and start praying so you will be able to withstand the test that’s coming.” While he was saying this, a big group of armed soldiers led by none other than Judas showed up. He walked up to Jesus and greeted him with a customary kiss on the cheek. Jesus said to him, “Judas, will you turn me over to the enemy with a kiss?” 

You might have heard the phrase “the kiss of death.” This is where that phrase comes from. Saying that something is “the kiss of death” means it is an action that brings ruin to someone or to someone’s plans. The term “to be a Judas” now refers to someone who delivers another person into the hands of an enemy.

Rome

Jerusalem

The Roman Empire During Jesus’ Time

AFRICA

Peter Denies Knowing Jesus
All the disciples ran away, but Peter followed Jesus and the soldiers at a distance. They got to the place where some leaders who hated Jesus were going to put him on trial. There was a fi re pit outside the building and people were warming themselves by it. A woman saw Peter by the fi re and said, “This man was with him.” But Peter said, “That’s not true; I don’t know him.” A little while later, someone else said, “You are one of them.” Peter said, “I am not.” About an hour later, someone else said, “I’m sure this man was with him.” Then Peter got mad and said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!” And, while he was saying this, a nearby rooster started crowing. Jesus wasn’t too far way from all this and he turned and looked a Peter. Then, Peter remembered what Jesus had said about telling people he wasn’t a follower of Jesus. He felt so bad he started to cry terribly.

Jesus’ First Trial
After that, the guards began to beat Jesus up and make fun of him. Then they took him to another group of the religious leaders who hated him called the Sanhedrin. Those leaders asked him, “If you are the Christ, say so.” They wanted to trap him with his own words because, at that time, it was illegal for a person to claim he was God’s chosen Savior or Messiah—meaning Chosen One (the Greek word for Messiah is Christ).

They asked him, “Are you the Son of God (meaning the Messiah)?” and he said, “You say that I am.” That’s all they needed to hear. “We don’t need to hear anymore,” they shouted. “He broke the law with his own mouth!”

The Second Trial
They wanted to have him put to death, but they needed the Roman governor to carry out the sentence. They took him to be questioned by the governor. His name was Pilate. They told Pilate, “This man has been teaching people to do wrong things like not to pay taxes to the Roman government. He even says that he is Christ, a king.” 

Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews? Jesus responded, “You say so.” Pilate said to the religious leaders, “In my opinion he hasn’t done anything wrong.” They got very upset and said, “He 

William Shakespeare (1564-1616) assumed that those who attended his plays knew the stories in the Bible. He made hundreds of references to the 

Language Arts�

Bible. For example, in his play 
King Richard the Second, the 
king says:

“So Judas did to Christ: but 
he, in twelve, found truth in all 
but one; I, in twelve thousand, 
none. God save the king! Will 
no man say, amen?”
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Impact 
at least 10 
classrooms 
this Easter!
(See back page)

https://www.gtbe.org/store/index.php/sku/4.html
https://www.gtbe.org/store/index.php/sku/4.html


Read aloud: Unfortunately, some public school teach-
ers might think that students can’t talk about Jesus at 
school. In a way, they are kind of like the teachers in 
our Bible story who tried to stop the children from 
talking about Jesus. In their hearts, the teachers may 
love Jesus just like you do. However, some of them 
think the law says they can’t teach students about 
Jesus as we approach Easter. But they can!

The truth is, it’s perfectly fine for you and your teach-
ers to talk about Jesus at school. One way you can 
bring praise to Jesus is to encourage your teacher to 
teach the class what the Bible say about Jesus and the 
Easter story’s impact throughout history.

Use the Easter Card
1. Read aloud the short story, “Bunny 

Goes to School,” contained in the 
Gateways’ Easter Restoration Card.

2.  Give each child a copy of the card         
and talk about the variety of informa-

tion in it—including the eight lesson plan ideas on the 
last page for the teacher to use.

3. Have them write a personal note to their teachers 
on the inside cover of the card. For example: 

“Dear Mrs. ________, Thank you for being 
such a good teacher. I am giving this 
card to you because it explains that it 
is okay for you to teach our class about 
Jesus this Easter. Love, [your name]

Use the Pamphlet

Give each child a copy of the pocket-
sized pamphlet Free to Speak. Have 
them review it while you summarize 
each of seven religious liberties it 
outlines.

Use the Textbook-Style 
Lesson Plan
1.  Give each child a color 

copy of The Easter Story. 
This is a excellent way to 
help them learn some of 
the ways Christ’s death and 

resurrection impacted history. It is a paraphrase of 
Luke 22-24 with cultural connection to Shakespeare, 
Leonardo da Vinci, the Legend of King Arthur, Abra-
ham Lincoln, John Newton, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and The Lord of the Rings. 

2. If you have time, read the story to them. If you 
don’t have time, recommend that they read it at 
home.

3. Encourage the children to give the entire lesson 
(including the last page “For Parents and Educa-
tors”) to their teachers along with the Easter card 
and Free to Speak pamphlet.

Closing Prayer
Pray that God will bless their giving of the Easter 
cards, Free to Speak pamphlets, and The Easter Story 
lesson plan to their teachers during the next week.

Follow Up
One or two weeks later, ask the children what was the 
result of giving the materials to their teachers. Their 
stories will give them an opportunity to praise the 
Lord and pray for their teachers.
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The Easter Card Includes:

A place for the child to write a personal note to the teacher

A humorous story explaining why it is not only legal, but 
also good to teach about Easter

Supporting statements regarding teaching about religion 
from the National Education Association, Anti-Defamation 
League, ACLU, and the American Association of School 
Administrators

A model policy on religious holidays that passes 
Constitutional scrutiny

Eight lesson ideas for the teacher to use

•

•

•

•

•

To order materials:
by mail—P.O. Box 514 • Lake Forest, CA 92609-0514
by phone—(800) 929-1163
Online—www.gtbe.org/store

All materials for this
lesson at one low price! 
Just $2.50 per student*
10 Easter Restoration Cards (Impact 10 classrooms!)
10 Free to Speak pamphlets (FREE)
1 FREE copy of The Easter Story (and FREE access to the 
downloadable PDF file on the internet)

FREE POSTAGE & HANDLING
*Minimum order: 10 cards and pamphlets. Offer expires 5/1/10

Reg. Price: $36.50
Easter Special

        $25
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